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SUBJECT: GABON REOPENS NORTHERN BORDER 

REFS: YAOUNDE 4555: LIBREVILLE 2419 

1 . GOG COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 
30 DECIDED TO REOPEN NORTHERN BORDER WITH CAMEROON AND 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA WHICH HAD BEEN CLOSED SINCE MEYO-KYE 
INCIDENT NOVEMBER 17. COMMUNIQUE WHICH WAS READ OVER TV 
EOLLOWING COUNCIL OE MINISTERS MEETING SIMPLY NOTED THAT 
GOVERNORS OE GABONS TWO NORTHERN BORDER PROVINCES 

AND GABONESE SECURITY EORCES HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO REOPEN 
BORDER. COMMUNIQUE ADDED THAT SAME OEFICIALS WERE 
CHARGED WITH ASSURING SECURITY OE GABONESE IN FRONTIER ZONE. 

2. IN UNRELATED MEETING WITH ERENCH MILITARY ATTACHE 
(PROTECT ) DEC I, EMBASSY LEARNED THAT GABONESE GENDARMES 
WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR DESTRUCTION OF MEYO-KYE POST WHICH 
TOUCHED OFE BORDER INCIDENT WITH CAMEROON. GABONESE 
ACTION APPARENTLY GREW OUT OF MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
DELEGATINS FROM TWO COUNTIRES WHICH WERE NEGOTIATING 
CAMEROONIAN TAKEOVER OE MEYO-KYE POST. GABONESE HAD 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO DEMAND $400,000 INDEMNIEICATION EOR 
MEYO-KYE INSTALLATION. CAMEROONIAN DELEGATION, ON OTHER 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 02559 02II0IZ 

HAND, PROTESTED THEY HAD NO AUTHORITY TO SETTLE ON PRICE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN "POLITICIANS" 

IN LIBREVILLE AND YAOUNDE. FOLLOWING IMPASSE OVER INDEMN- 
lEICATION, BOTH DELEGATONS WITHDREW TO RESPECTIVE 
SIDES OE BORDER. IT WAS THEN APPARENTLY THAT GABONESE 
GENDARMES INEIT OF PIQUE BLEW UP MEYO-KYE INSTALLATION . 

ERENCH MILITARY ATTACHE CHARACTERIZED ACTIONAS CASE OF 
EXAGGERATED NATIONAL PRIDE. 

3. COMMENT: DECISION BY GOG COUNCIL OF MINISTERS SUBSTANTIALLY 
REDUCES POSSIBILITY FOR BORDER CONFRONTATION BETWEEN GABON 
AND CAMEROONIAN AND UNDOUBTEDLY REELECTS DECISION BY 
PRESIDENT BONGO TO TREAT INCIDENT AS MINOR MATTER. REMAINS 
TO BE SEEN WHAT ACTION, IF ANY, BONGO WILL TAKE AGAINST 
GABONESE GENDARMES RESPONSIBLE FOR BLOWING UP 
MEYO-KYE. STEIGMAN 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, COMMUNIQUES, BORDER CONTROLS, BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LIBREV02559 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760447-0093 
From: LIBREVILLE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761279/aaaacqqc.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 YAOUNDE 4555, 76 LIBREVILLE 2419 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: buchantO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GABON REOPENS NORTHERN BORDER 
TAGS: PINS, PINR, PINT, PBOR, CM, GB 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



